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You can love a city, you can recognize its 
houses and its streets in your remotest 
or dearest memories; but only in the hour 
of revolt is the city really felt as your own 
city—your own, because it belongs to the 
I but at the same time to the ‘others’; your 
own because it is a battlefield that you have 
chosen and the collectivity too has chosen; 
your own because it is a circumscribed space 
in which his torical time is suspended and in 
which every act is valuable in and of itself, in 
its absolutely immediate consequences. One 
appropriates a city by fleeing or advancing, 
charging and being charged, much more than 
by playing as a child in its streets or strolling 
through it with a girl. In the hour of revolt, 
one is no longer alone in the city.
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The Suspension of Historical Time
Furio Jesi

Chapter two of Spartakus: The Symbology of  Revolt. Written in the immediate 
aftermath of  May ‘68 (in which Jesi participated), the manuscript was only 
discovered and published by Andrea Cavalletti in 2000, twenty years after Jesi’s 
premature death. English translation by Alberto Toscano. Text layout is ripped 
from the Seagull Books edition (it’s a lovely book, you should pick it up).  
Zine layout by Ill Will Editions, July 2017.
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